
Winter 2007

The LEC campaign to reduce water consumption in Tasmania’s north by 15% is under 
threat from the proposal to build a pulp mill near Launceston. 

Any water saving initiatives you implement at home will be a waste of time if the 
government and upper house approves the mill. 

The Proposed Pulp Mill Near Launceston

Gunns Pty. Ltd. plan to build Australia’s largest pulp mill near Launceston on the banks 
of the Tamar River. 

The proposed mill will use 26 billion litres of water each year. 

Esk Water sold an estimated 8.9 billion litres of treated water to Launceston for the 
2005/2006 period.  

In other words, the pulp mill will need almost three times the amount of water used in 
the whole of Launceston each and every year. 

Any water savings made elsewhere during the Tassie WaterSavers campaign will pail into 
insignificance should the mill be built. 

Where Will the Water Come From?

The water for the proposed pulp mill will be supplied from Lake Trevallyn. 
Lake Trevallyn is part of Tasmania’s Hydro Electric Scheme and is predominantly filled 
from the Great Lake. 

Great Lake is currently at about 15% capacity (as of July 24, 2007) . If winter and spring 
rains fail again this year, the proposed mill will have a significant impact upon storage 
levels at Great Lake. 

Will this mean more water restrictions next summer for farmers that rely on water from 
the Great Lake for irrigation? Probably. 

Plantation Impacts

To feed the proposed mill as well as Tasmania’s woodchip industry vast areas of country 
are being converted to blue gum plantations. 

Young plantations are thirsty and need a lot of water to grow. The water requirements 
for plantation growth to feed the proposed mill and Tasmania’s woodchip industry will 
be 1,100 billion litres . 

This is more then double the amount of water consumed by the city of Melbourne (420 
billion litres) every year.
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Take Action

The best thing you can do right now to try and stop the proposed mill is to encourage 
Tasmanian upper house members to vote against the governments approvals. 

Write to them and say the proposed pulp mill should not be given access to 26 billion 
litres of water every year from Lake Trevallyn. 

It is wasteful, and plantations grown to feed the mill will impact upon environmental 
flows in our regions rivers. 

Financial returns from the plantation estate using 1100 billion litres of water over a 15 
year period will be $2 billion. The same amount of water invested in other crops could 
be as high as $8 billion. 

The pulp mill will have negative economic impacts on other sectors of Tasmania’s 
economy, including tourism. Will tourists keep visiting Tasmania if the rivers no longer fl 
ow, the landscape is dominated by plantations and the air in the Tamar Valley smells of 
rotting eggs?

Tasmanian Members of the Legislative Council

Michael Aird MLC -   michael.aird@parliament.tas.gov.au
Kerry Finch MLC -   kerry.fi nch@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Ivan Dean MLC -    ivan.dean@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Ruth Forrest MLC -   ruth.forrest@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Greg Hall MLC -    greg.hall@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Paul Harriss MLC -   paul.harriss@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Norma Jamieson MLC -  norma.jamieson@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Terry Martin MLC -   terry.martin@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Doug Parkinson MLC -   doug.parkinson@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Tania Rattray-Wagner MLC -  tania.rattray-wagner@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Sue Smith MLC -    sue.smith@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Allison Ritchie MLC -   allison.ritchie@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Lin Thorp MLC -    lin.thorp@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Jim Wilkinson MLC -   jim.wilkinson@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Don Wing MLC -    don.wing@parliament.tas.gov.au 
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